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As we prepare for Easter we are starting a new sermons series this week called Jesus. JESUS. The name above all names. 

God became man to walk among His people—to love them, to lead them, and ultimately to die for them. 

In the series we hope to walk through Jesus’ ministry, death, and resurrection. So, if you would, please turn in your Bibles to John chapter 4.

“X marks the spot!” For many people, those four words conjure images of tattered maps, greedy pirates, and buried treasure. 

When it comes to the gospel of John, chapter four is loaded with treasure just below the surface of the story. 

The fact that John invested some 42 verses to develop the story of Jesus’ radical encounter that crossed social, political, religious, cultural and ethnic barriers when he engaged in a conversation with a Samaritan woman is significant. 

So many verses designated to a conversation between Jesus and this particular woman weighted by a shady past suggests this was a substantial meeting of great consequence. Indeed, it was.

In Jesus’ day Israel was divided into three main and distinctive parts: Galilee in the extreme north; Judea in the extreme south; and Samaria lay in between. 

John opens chapter four of his gospel by letting the reader know Jesus was headed north towards Galilee after a season of fruitful ministry in the south.

John 4:1-3 “Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus was making and baptizing more disciples than John 2 (although Jesus himself did not baptize, but only his disciples), 3 he left Judea and departed again for Galilee.” 

Jesus’ ministry was filled with a divine sense of timing. 

Although he was on a collision course with the Jewish religious leaders of the day known as the Pharisees, the time was not yet right for him to engage in such confrontations.

For now, Jesus knew the best option was to avoid direct confrontation at this time so He simply move His base of ministry from the south back to his homelands in the north of Galilee. 

Such a journey from the south to the north was not a big deal. However, the route that Jesus, a Jew, chose to take certainly could be described as “the road less traveled.”

To get from the south to the north, there were two primary passageways. Either cross to the east side of the Jordan River and follow along its banks north and then cross back over into Galilee. That way you would avoid going through Samaria.

Or you could go straight through the middle and muddle your way through Samaria. 

The first route took about twice as long as merely heading straight through the middle of Samaria. 

However, almost all Jews tried to avoid traveling through Samaria like the plague. It was considered “off limits” and filled with more historical, religious, and ethnic taboos stemming from centuries of hate than we have time get into this morning.

The land of Samaria was filled with an ethnically and religiously mixed group of people known as Samaritans. 

Jews and Samaritans were like oil and water. They hated and despised one another. 

The deep divide among the Jewish people and the Samaritans that seethed with hatred, racism, and conflict due to those historical wounds.

Nonetheless, Jesus, a Jew, loved everybody. And He was about to put the “X” on the map that led straight to a specific location He had been waiting on to uncover much more than buried treasure. 

Verse four is where “X marks the spot.” “And he had to pass through Samaria.” John 4:4

This is one of the most powerful verses in the whole story. It speaks of the divine mission Jesus was on as the ultimate reconciler that would extend the gospel of grace and salvation to all people. 

Jesus could go the way of every other Jew who was traveling from Judea up to Galilee. Simply cross the Jordan River without ever setting foot on tainted Samarian soil. 

But John said that was not an option when considering the divine encounter Jesus was ordained to have just ahead.

Don’t miss what John was saying in verse 4.
“And he had to pass through Samaria.” John 4:4 “…HE HAD TO…”

Jesus was about to do something, say something, and reveal something that would radically alter everything He had been moving toward. 

And the exact place where the “X” would cross on the map made it even more historically significant. The next verses tell us where the “X” would be marked and the strokes would cross.

John 4:5 “So he came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there; 

At first glance, that old well likely looked like any other on the roads that passed through the dusty land. 

However, if you were to dig below the surface just a bit, you would soon realize the treasure of historical significance that this particular well in this specific place held.

It was a field that Jacob had purchased so that he could pitch his tent in the land of Canaan (Genesis 33:18-19). He built an altar on the site, ‘and called it El Eloe Israel,’ meaning ‘the God of Israel’ (v. 20). 

This very field was the first inhabitable piece of real estate recorded in Scripture that any Israelite ever owned in the Promised Land. 

Abraham had previously purchased the field of Ephron, which contained a cave that became his and Sarah’s burial place (Genesis 23:17-18; 25:9-10). But this property actually became Jacob’s home base. 

John 4:5 reminds us that it was the same parcel of ground Jacob deeded to his favorite son, Joseph (Genesis 48:21-22). 



It later became the very place where Joseph’s bones were finally put to rest (Joshua 24:42) …. [the well’s] location was well established in Jesus’ day by centuries of Jewish tradition, and the site remains a major landmark even today.”

This specific location of this well in this field within this land is where “X” marked the spot of a long lineage of historical memories of significance for the Jewish people. 

It also was a noteworthy spot for the Samaritans who felt historically abandoned, ridiculed, persecuted and pummeled over the centuries by the Jews. 

And this is the spot where Jesus “HAD TO GO.” 

John goes on to tell us that Jesus was tired and thirsty from his journey as he naturally would be due to being fully man while also being fully God.

He stopped by the well during the sixth hour of the day which was high noon and the heat of the day as the second half of verse six states.

John 4:6b “…so Jesus, wearied as he was from his journey, was sitting beside the well. It was about the sixth hour.” 

Jesus waited patiently for his divine appointment that arrived right on time in verse 7. 

What would unfold in the subsequent verses, set in motion a statement from Heaven’s perspective that would lead to a reconciling salvation with overflowing bounty far beyond what his disciples would realize in the moment.

John 4:7-9 “A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 
8 (For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.)”

And so, it begins. Jesus, a Jewish man, initiates a conversation with a Samaritan woman. 

Such was a cultural “no-no” and a reputation killer for a Jewish man of Jesus’ social status. Jews did not associate or acknowledge Samaritans. 

Jewish men viewed as rabbis, as Jesus was, certainly did not talk to women in public, let alone Samaritan women. 

And the fact that this Samaritan woman was coming to draw water at high noon gives a clue that she likely did so because she did not want to cross paths with anyone else. 

Nobody would be out and about at the hottest part of the day. All the women went to the well water in the cooler parts of the day at morning and in the evening. 

She likely knew if she was to show up when the rest of the women were at the well, that the whispers of her shady character and immoral lifestyle would be painful and overwhelmingly scorching to say the least. 

The noon-day sun was much cooler and more tolerable than the venom of the other women who bad-mouthed her both to her face and behind her back.

Jesus and this woman were out in the open, yet alone at the well for the time being. It was awkward for her; it was intentional for Jesus. 

This was why he “had to go through Samaria.”
Jesus had a divine appointment with this social outcast who happened to be a Samaritan woman with a shady reputation.

Jesus initiates the conversation. She is caught off guard, yet responds within the boundaries of her upbringing by declaring that this is not normal for a Jewish man to acknowledge a Samaritan woman. 

The conversation moves from water to worship that leads to salvation.

John 4:10-15 “Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” 

11 The woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 12 Are you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did his sons and his livestock.” 

13 Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 

15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water.”

Water was a life source in the dusty and thirsty land of Israel.

“Living” water was the description for running water in a stream or river. It was much cleaner and healthier than water that was still and collected in a well or a cistern used to hold rainwater or run off from rains. 

If one could find living water sources it made life and the quality of living much better.
Jacob’s well was approximately 100 feet deep. It was a good underground water source, but still was not like the living water of a constantly flowing river. 

This woman was fixated on physical water; Jesus was moving to the metaphorical. He was talking about quenching the thirst of her soul that only comes from the “living water” of God’s salvation.

“Living water” is a term in the Old Testament used as a metaphor for the salvation that comes from the promised Messiah of God. 

Jesus knew she had been drinking from false wells that would never satisfy her on the inside. 

She had been engaging in the very thing the Lord stated through the Old Testament prophet Jeremiah about drinking from false wells trying to satisfy inside thirsts.

“…for my people have committed two evils: they have forsaken me, the fountain of living waters, and hewed out cisterns for themselves, broken cisterns that can hold no water.” Jeremiah 2:13

This woman had been trying to satisfy her internal thirst for security and salvation by going from guy to guy rather than coming to the one true God to quench her thirsty soul. 

Jesus knew it. He knew she had been worshiping at the false well of broken relationships with men who were using her and leaving her empty and dry on the inside of her soul. 

Thus, the conversation moves from water to worship and then soon to salvation. 

She’s intrigued and desiring of this living water that Jesus has spoken about with her. 
Now Jesus shines the spotlight on her false well that she has been worshiping at that holds no water to quench her thirst.

John 4:16-24 “Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” 17 The woman answered him, “I have no husband.” 

Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; 18 for you have had five husbands, and the one you now have is not your husband. What you have said is true.” 

19 The woman said to him, “Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. 20 Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place where people ought to worship.” 

21 Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 22 You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.”

Jesus helps this hurting woman who had been trying to find security and life. He names it, and she acknowledges the road she has been traveling that has led to this point in her journey. 

Like many people who find themselves having their painful places in life exposed as with a spotlight, she tries to change the subject. 

She moves from talking about broken relationships to the centuries-old sensitive subject of religion and worship. 

But Jesus cuts to the chase and tells her what kind of worshiper God seeks. It is the one who worships in spirit and in truth.
Then the conversation shifts to an exchange that leads to a statement that becomes the central point of the whole encounter found in verses 25-26.

John 4:25-26 “The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all things.” 26 Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am he.”

Jesus does something that is recorded for the very first time in the gospels: he clearly acknowledges verbally that he is the long-awaited Messiah.

In this moment with this Samaritan woman who worshiped in an unorthodox manner according to Jewish custom, Jesus decides to break through the barriers of nationality and orthodox Jewish custom while valuing women in a way that was not the norm in his day. 

This was the universality of the gospel in clearly articulated words from Jesus, the self-proclaimed Messiah, Himself.

No longer was it a theory; it became an action step. 

The love of God is strong enough to transcend all barriers of race, ethnicity, culture, sexuality, and religion to enable people to receive and be saved by the One True Messiah, Jesus the Christ. 

He is the one whom all people were created to worship and find life and salvation in Him.

Jesus declared Himself as the Messiah at this moment. 

The next time He would make such a clear declaration would be when He would stand before the High Priest named Caiaphas, in the early morning of His betrayal and pseudo trial, just hours before He would be crucified at Calvary for the sins of all humanity. 

He responded to the Samaritan woman regarding the Messiah in the literal Greek: “I who speak to you am.” There is no “he” included in the Greek translation. Jesus said, “I AM!”

From that moment by the well, the woman’s whole future changed. Her eternity changed with life-giving salvation. Her inner thirst was quenched. 

She left her water jug behind and ran to tell those in her village what had just happened with Jesus as the disciples walked up on the exchange in perfect timing to hear and see it all unfold.

Jesus continued tear down the barriers between the Samaritan people and that of God’s love and the gospel. 

Jesus then goes into a discourse about the fields being white unto harvest in verse 35. Perhaps He was saying this as He and the disciples were watching the Samaritan villagers come out from their homes on the hillside and make their way through the fields in their white tunics. 

Jesus was helping to prepare the soil in Samaria for the gospel to flourish and the church to take root on the horizon; in a mere three years, Jesus would prepare to send His disciples out soon empowered with the Holy Spirit after His death, burial and resurrection as Acts 1:8 states.

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and SAMARIA, and to the end of the earth.” Acts 1:8 (Emphasis mine.)

Little did Jesus’ disciples realize that this was the moment and the reason why “he HAD TO GO through Samaria.” (v. 4) 

But in the coming days and years, they would remember. It would all make sense. Jesus had brought hope, salvation, and reconciliation back to the middle of the map where “X” marked the spot. 
Salvation came to Samaria on this day. The treasure chest of God was unearthed and opened by Jacob’s well. 

Living waters quenched the inside thirst of people suffering from hate, racism, and religious persecution for centuries. 

They came because an outcast in their community was changed. 

They left changed not because of what she said, but because of what they tasted and experienced for themselves as the Messiah connected with them first hand. 

They experienced the washing of the living waters of the Messiah one by one as He stayed with them for two days. 

This was the treasure that never could be measured and was beyond worth. It would be the start of a salvation that remains unending. It would be the beginning of a much-needed reconciliation that only could come from Jesus the Messiah. And indeed, salvation and reconciliation did come at just the right time.

This Easter season let’s fix our eyes on Jesus, the Name above all names, who loves you, leads you, died for you, and offers you the living water of salvation.

Benediction

[bookmark: _GoBack]“The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.” (Num. 6:24-26) 
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